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PLGBC - Polish Green Building Council is a non-governmental organization (non-profit) aimed at
supporting the construction sector in Poland by promoting and implementing the principle of triple
responsibility: environmental, social and economic. Our aim is to develop the process of designing,
building and exploitation of buildings with elements of sustainable development so as to benefit their
residents, the environment and all the participants in the construction process.

CERTIFICATION OF GREEN
BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS
The year 2016 and the beginning of 2017 have
been a period of dynamic growth of green construction in Poland. Green buildings fill the map
of our country with increasing intensity. The industry is increasingly aware of the characteristics of the sustainable constructions, and the
group of professionals who are able to design
and build such buildings grows very quickly,
achieving the highest world-class level of proficiency, as evidenced by the high marks in our
certifications.
Today no one is wondering whether, owing to
their commitment to sustainable construction,
Europe and the world are able to significantly
reduce CO2 emission, consumption of non-renewable resources and to contribute to impro-

Not every green building is and must be certified. However, the fact that the building is
certified is an external, independent proof that
it meets a number of sustainable construction
requirements. Certified buildings also contribute to the increase of data transparency
in this area by making information available
through system operators on their websites.
This enables the PLGBC to create and update
the Polish database of all certified sustainable
constructions.
The requirements evaluated through multi-criteria systems include, among other things: energy efficiency, quality of the internal environment, use of modern and effective installation
solutions, minimization of water consumption,
reduction of generated waste (from the construction of the building to its exploitation), location. A number of criteria that are directly related to the comfort of the facility are evaluated
- such as access to daylight or window views,

The change in the Polish way of thinking about the construction of modern buildings stems not only from the desire
for energy saving but above all it is a consequence of the expectations of tenants (for example in office buildings)
and changes in the way of life of Poles (in housing projects). As architects, we clearly observe this, as we talk to
our investors about their plans. The fact that until now the change was mainly applied to commercial investments
carried out by private entities is characteristic of the Polish market. It is high time now for the public sector to start
implementing the assumptions that have been debated for years. The harbingers of that are already visible. The
interest of public entities, including local government institutions, in the new seat of the Marshal’s Office in Cracow,
which will be one of the most technologically advanced building complexes in Poland, imbues us with optimism.
I think that by the next few years the market for green public procurements will develop. The quality of the indoor
environment, including air quality and acoustic comfort, will also be a scoop.
Bartłomiej Kisielewski, architect, partner at HORIZONE studio

ving air quality, economic situation, health and
well-being of people. Green buildings erected
around the world have proven their worth, and
the industry is no longer considering the question „if” but instead „how”.
This report presents the figures for green,
certified buildings in Poland, which the PLGBC
(Polish Green Building Council) collects in the
CERTIFIED BUILDINGS BASE available at
www.plgbc.org.pl.
It is worth noting here that a sustainable building is one that has been designed and built
with respect for the natural environment, and is
economical and comfortable for its users.

efficient ventilation, use of low-emission materials, the ability to control systems such as
heating, cooling or lighting, proximity to public
transport, and many others.
In Poland (as of March 1, 2017) there are four
international multi-criteria certification schemes (in alphabetical order): BREEAM, DGNB,
HQE and LEED. The fifth, the latest WELL Building Standard, focusing solely on the evaluation
of the impact of a building on a human being,
has the first registration of the project.
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The market for sustainable buildings in Poland is thriving. Since BREEAM was first introduced in 2009, we’ve seen it grow in
popularity year-on-year and now have hundreds of projects using our schemes. BREEAM New Construction is particularly
popular in the commercial new build sector as an indicator of high-quality developments. We are also now seeing a growing
awareness of the sustainability impacts of existing assets and the way they are operated; we therefore anticipate accelerated
demand for BREEAM In-Use certification in the next 12 months and beyond. But it is still only a small percentage of leading
property developers and owners that achieve sustainability certification, so there remains much work to do to transform the
wider market. A vital catalyst to enabling this transformation is education, i.e. increasing industry awareness and understanding around the benefits of a sustainable built environment. This is where we are delighted to see PLGBC playing a critical role.
The Polish market is hugely important to us and we are proud to work with our network of dedicated assessors and passionate
clients to make a positive impact on the built environment through BREEAM.

Mar

, Director of Sustainability, BRE Group

The DGNB System represents an integral sustainable planning and operation philosophy with supporting tools to achieve the
quality which was planned. The sustainability quality of the resulting buildings and urban districts is certified in silver, gold
and platinum afterwards.
The scope of the DGNB System’s sustainability concept is based on the familiar triple bottom line, which is a holistic concept
taking environmental, economic and social aspects into consideration. The system is performance based and takes the complete life cycle into consideration, which supports innovation and provides high transparency for better informed decisions.
This leads to more sustainable buildings and districts compared to “checklist schemes” typically addressing single measures
when it is too late.
For global use in each case the international version of the DGNB System is adapted to the regional conditions. Up to now
more than 2,000 certificates have been awarded in over 20 countries.
We are very happy and proud that the new VW Crafter Plant in Września is the first location in Poland that has been awarded
with a DGNB Certificate. The industrial location has reached the DGNB Gold level.

Johannes Kreißig, Managing Director, DGNB GmbH

The environmental concern has expanded in Poland in the last few years. Sustainable certification is becoming a standard and
the demand is increasing fast for the residential sector.
Clients are increasingly aware of the benefits resulting from living in energy-efficient, cost-conscious, comfortable and sustainable buildings. For a developer, obtaining HQE™ certification is the best proof it ensures the perfect balance between
protecting the environment and improving quality of life; the very definition of sustainability!
Four residential buildings have been engaged so far in the HQE™ certification process, at diverse stages of advancement.
Adding up to 30,614 square meters, these buildings developed by Bouygues Immobilier Polska offer 505 dwellings, some of
which have been already delivered and happily occupied.
HQE™ certification meets the expectations of such developers by providing a comprehensive best practice scheme, adapted
to the residential sector which we find most challenging in Poland.
Cerway and Dekra have partnership for HQE™ development in Poland, which is profitable to both companies and to the
end-users.

Patrick Nossent, President of CERWAY (interna

)

By providing certifiable framework for greening buildings of all types, the LEED green building rating system has rapidly become one of the world’s primary tools for sustainable market transformation. There are 339 projects in Poland participating in
LEED comprising over 4.2 million gross square meters of LEED space. In recent years we have broadened LEED’s scope and
evolved its standards to increasingly higher levels of accountability and performance.
In Poland, according to the 2016 Dodge Data & Analytics Smart Market Study on World Green Building Trends, 50% of survey
respondents cited new commercial construction as a sector in which they intend to build green in the next three years. Polish
respondents also cited market and client demands, lower operating costs and higher building values as being critical drivers
of green building activity for them in the coming years. And there are social reasons why Poland is pursuing green buildings:
to promote sustainable business activity and support the domestic economy.
For decades, the European building community has been among the greenest, continually raising the bar on sustainability.
Europe plays an important role for the future of the entire green building movement and USGBC is committed to increasing
our local capacity in Europe, and providing new tools that make it much more practical for the European building community
to integrate LEED from buildings to cities.

Joe Crea, Director, Interna
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, USGBC
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CERTIFICATION - DIRECTIONS

C.1

Usable area of cer

The period between March 2016 (when the
PLGBC published its previous report) and
March 2017 was a time of some interesting certification „debuts”, which also illustrates some
maturity of our market:
The first platinum-level LEED New Construction Certificate for an office building
in Poland was awarded in June 2016 - it
was awarded to Smart Building Center near
Poznań.
In July 2016, the first school in Poland
(LEED for Schools v2007) was certified American School of Warsaw

BREEAM - 8 287 870 m2
DGNB - 200 000 m2
HQE - 30 614 m2
LEED - 1 643 696 m2

In July 2016, BREEAM International 2013
New Construction Certificate: Bespoke for
hotels was awarded for the first time in
Poland. It was acquired by Ibis Gdansk Old
Town.

At the beginning of March 2017, over 10 million sq.m. of the usable area of all types of buildings was certified, in all certification systems.
This is certainly a number that will induce many
skeptics to a reflection.

In August 2016, the JLL offices in Warsaw Spire were BREEAM Fit-Out certified
(BREEAM International 2009 Europe Commercial: Offices - Fit-Out).
In August 2016, the first residential units
were certified in BREEAM system - Mickiewicz Housing Estate (BREEAM International 2013 New Construction: Residential).
In September 2016 the first project, the
VW Crafter factory in Września for its
10 buildings was certified by the German
DGNB (DGNB Industrial Estates v2014).
The first platinum-level LEED New Construction Certificate for an industrial building in Poland was awarded in September 2016 - it was awarded to Mars Polska
factory.
For the first time in our analysis, we present a
figure showing well that green construction can
not be considered only in the trend category
because it slowly becomes, especially in the office industry - a standard. This is, namely, the
usable area of certified objects.

10 162 180 m2

Building certification systems have already gained the
status of recognized best building practice standard
for sustainable construction. This standard manifests
itself not only in the continually growing share of certified area but also in a number of advantages, such as
for example preferential tax conditions (introduced by
Szczecin), the pace of commercialization or an additional asset when selling real estate.
We appreciate the PLGBC’s efforts, which took the
initiative to gather and analyze information and prepare the report, giving a credible picture of the certification market in Poland. The proven leadership position in Central and Eastern Europe gives a reason for
pride, but above all, the obligation to lead by example
in constant improvement of construction practices
and determining directions of development of modern
and sustainable solutions. Solutions, which can inspire
and influence other construction sectors, such as housing and hotel investment and soon the infrastructure and urban projects.
Marta Szymanowska, Assessor BREEAM
Interna
, Sweco Consul

In the remainder of this report, we will present
area data for new and existing buildings as well
as for functional division.
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C.2

The number of cer

DGNB1
HQE4

As a curiosity, it can be stated that the oldest
certified building in Poland dates back to 1725,
it is the Oppersdorf Palace in Wroclaw, which is
now part of the Dominikański office complex.
There are nine historical, certified buildings,
erected before 1954: six in Warsaw, one in Krakow, Poznan and Wroclaw.

LEED103

BREEAM443

In Poland, with the beginning of March 2017,
we already have 551 certificates in all four
systems.
C.3

4

The first multi-criteria building certification in
Poland took place in January 2010 (LEED system) and the first BREEAM certificate was issued in June of the same year. In turn, the first
HQE was awarded in March 2015, and the
DGNB debut took place in September 2016.

However, the most important number that the
industry is concerned about is the real number
of certified buildings.

The number of cer
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It means 25% increase in the number of certified objects within a year (to remind, in March
2016 there were 3281 certified buildings ). The
numerical growth in the number of buildings,
which reached the level of 81, is worth noting
here.
Figure 3 captures all buildings that have received any multi-criteria certificate in all types
of certification, at every stage - from the design to the construction of the building or an
existing building (including pre-certificate and
interim phase). In this comparison, BREEAM’s
74.3% of the buildings leads the way, it is followed by LEED with 22.3%, debuting DGNB with
2.4%, and HQE with 1% of the market.
Chart 4 shows LEED-certified buildings in all
the schemes in Poland. Core & Shell and New
Construction schemes, as well as pre-certification, apply to new buildings while existing buildings are certified in the LEED for Existing Buildings Operations and Maintenance scheme,
whereas Commercial/Retail Interiors are awarded to tenants of areas where only part of the
building2 is certified . Comparing 2016 to 2017,
the number of LEED-certified buildings increased by 18%.
C.4

Buildings cer

It is worth pointing out that until October 2016
it was possible to register projects that will be
certified in the 2009 LEED version (replaced
with the v4 version in November 2016), this is
why at the end of that period there was an increase in registrations, the number of which, as
of the day of the report, is 423.

I accepted the news that we have 409 certified
buildings in Poland with a total surface area exceeding 10 million sq.m. with a great joy. However,
this is only an intermediate stop on the road to
achieving tangible results. The good news is that
today’s tenant is a demanding customer and the
area itself is no longer sufficient to meet his needs.
In my experience, the tenants are more aware and
demanding, and the value they seek must include comfort, effectiveness, energy efficiency and
compliance with standards, e.g. ISO 5001. This
is a change that is enjoyed by all interested parties. It is worth noting that only one school was
included among the certified areas. In my opinion,
it is precisely in buildings of public institutions or
public benefit that we should look at the issues of
certification and the application of smart technologies, also in the context of ecology, security and
the cost of living optimization.
Mariusz Ostrowski,
Director of Development, APA Group

Chart 5 shows buildings certified in various
BREEAM schemes: for new and existing buildings. In International scheme (all versions) the
„Interim” certificate is obtained at the design
stage, while the „Final” certificate is awarded
C.5

Buildings cer

at the post-completion stage after the building4
has been commissioned. Over the year since
March 2016, a 23% increase in the number of
certified BREEAM buildings has been recorded.

1
PLGBC, Green Building Cer
n
2016, <h
://plgbc.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2016/05/Certy
-zielonych-budynkow-w-liczbach-2016.pdf>
[10.03.2017], any references to 2016 data in this report refer to this publica
.
2
For the purpose of this study, it is assumed that the building, which has only the Commercial/Retail Interiors type of cer
a
- at the
moment this is 6 buildings (those objects, which within one building have both LEED CS and LEED CI cer
e
)
3
USGBC, <h ://www.usgbc.org/projects> [10.03.2017]
4
In this statement "Interim" cer
,a
"Final" cer
.
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Green certificates should be of utmost importance to users of buildings such as office buildings, as well as, apartments, schools and hospitals, where suitably designed interiors and the immediate surroundings are key to users’
health, well-being and overall satisfaction.
The implementation of the certification process, from the earliest stage of the object concept to the process of its
implementation, requires the most detailed improvements that will have a positive impact on the well-being of
human beings and the environment in the future.
We are so pleased that the report confirms the upward trend in the number of certified office buildings. We are
very hopeful that this will give a signal to other construction segments, especially residential and public benefit
buildings, to include as in other European countries, the aforementioned objects within the certification. The positive effects that it will bring both to property owners and their users will outweigh the initial costs. Of course, the
great support of such actions would be the appropriate administrative decisions at the governmental and local
government levels.
Veronique Tatarczuk, Technical Department Director, KARMAR S.A.

NEW AND EXISTING BUILDINGS
A building can be certified at any time of its life
cycle, as the systems present in Poland and around the world offer schemes for both new and
existing building. Hence the division of buildings from this angle is important for looking at
market trends.
C.6

6

New and exis

63% of the buildings are new buildings, which
at the design stage were created according to
the rules of certification. Exactly the same percentage of new objects in relation to existing
ones occurred in the previous year.
Of 256 new buildings, 229 are already completed and 27 are still under construction.
During the year, the number of new buildings
increased by 22% (March 2016 - 209 buildings).
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The results of this year’s PLGBC report on certified buildings in Poland show that investors increasingly appreciate
the importance of sustainable construction and the market value of green certificates. Tenants are also increasingly aware of the advantages of green buildings. Such conclusions overlap with the WSP’s experience in certification. In the passing year, the increase in the number of certificates in hotel and residential sectors was particularly
noticeable, since previously those sectors were omitted in certification. The public sector, however, shows little
activity, especially public institutions, though, also here there are the first positive examples of buildings applying
for the certificate.
Last year brought us the assessment of buildings in the new systems and it seems that the next years will abound
with new types of certificates. An example of the upcoming popularity is WELL certificate, that does not compete
with existing, most popular certificates, but complements them well in terms of healthy and comfortable working
environment.
Ewa Kowalska-Ocneanu, Head Of Sustainable Development Department, WSP Polska

Chart 7 shows the area of new buildings, which
for all systems sums up to over 5.8 million sq.m.

C.7

The usable area of new cer
(m2)
BREEAMDGNBHQELEED

As far as existing facilities are concerned, their
share last year and this year is 37% and the
usable area is 4.3 million sq.m. In relation to the
previous year the number of existing buildings
increased by 29%.

SECTOR DIVISION
Office area sector leads the way in the division
with regard to the function of the building (and
this is a global trend).
Sector division of all buildings
BREEAMDGNBHQELEED

C.9

OFFICE271
66,3%

C.8

86RETAIL
21%

Usable area of exis
(m2)
BREEAMDGNBHQELEED

HOTEL7
1,7%

RESIDENTIAL5
1,2%

39INDUSTRIAL
9,6%

1SCHOOL
0,2%
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Similarly to last year’s report findings, hotel and
residential sectors are in our country at the beginning of the certification path. However, a
new category appeared this year - schools, with
one building so far.
Comparing the annual trend, there is an increase in the share of industrial plants to almost
10%, which is largely due to 10 new DGNB certified facilities.
The sector division of new buildings is also
interesting.
In this comparison, the office area sector share
is 70%, and it is a 5-percent decline compared
to last year, mainly for the benefit of the industrial sector.

The figures presented in this year’s report prove that
five years ago the acquisition of a sustainable construction certificate for commercial buildings was a
completely innovative solution. Nowadays it becomes
a practice among trustworthy investors, and in combination with growing users’ awareness, it has every
chance to become a mandatory point of a responsible
investment process in the future.
We expect that in the next few years we will observe
the same trend in the residential or hotel sector, where among the developers there are precursors ready
to implement the standards that result in erecting
buildings actually better for people, their health and
comfort.
In our opinion, the HQE certification scheme, which is
particularly adapted for residential projects, has a very
high potential and a prospect for development on the
Polish market.
Agnieszka Surma, Sustainable
Development Coordinator, DEKRA Poland

C.10

The sector division of new buildings
BREEAMDGNBHQELEED

Chart 11 shows the dynamics of each sector.
C.11

OFFICE179
70%

HOTEL4
1,6%

RESIDENTIAL5
2%

8

Annual increase in the number of cer
buildings by sector

28RETAIL
11%

39INDUSTRIAL
15%

1SCHOOL
0,4%
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We note the growing popularity and interest in certified buildings in Poland. Green buildings benefit not
only the users, but also the tenants and investors, so
it is evident that more and more importance is also
attached to the materials used to erect the buildings.
Multi-criteria certification schemes encourage the selection of building materials produced in a responsible
way, locally and from the appropriate components.
In the process of LEED and BREEAM certification,
additional product information facilitating the evaluation of the investment process with regard to sustainable development is certainly helpful - one example
can be so-called green cards available for CEMEX concrete products.

Let’s take a closer look at the office area sector:

C.13

Percentage of the cer
to the modern o

e
t

Jacek Dziębor, Director of the Concrete Sale
and Development Department, CEMEX Polska

While the office area and retail sectors recorded similar increases as in the previous year, a
significant upward trend is visible in both the
industry and the hotel sector.
On the other hand, Chart 12 shows the share
of certified area in the division to respective
sectors, and as shown in the comparison, the
office area sector accounts for 51% of the certified area.
C.12

The usable area of cer
by sector

pow. certyﬁkowana
(5,15
certified
area (5,15 mln
m2mln
) m2)
2
non-certified
area (3,85(3,85
mln m
) m2)
pow. niecertyﬁkowana
mln

At the end of 2016 in Poland, 9 million sq.m.
of modern office area5 was available, 57% of
which was certified. This depiction includes
both new and existing objects (and therefore
also certified in the BREEAM In-Use scheme). If
we are to depict only the new objects, then the
division is as follows:
pow. certyﬁkowana nowych budynków (3,78 mln m2)

C.14

Percentage of the cer
to the modern o

e
t (new buildings)

GSPublisherVersion 0.0.100.100

pow. certyﬁkowana (5,15 mln m2)
pow. niecertyﬁkowana (3,85 mln m2)

2
certified
new buildings
area (3,78
mln m(3,78
) mln m2)
pow. certyﬁkowana
nowych
budynków

We still see very high score - 3.8 million sq.m.,
which represents 42% of the total modern office area available on the Polish market.
And it seems that these numbers are best illustrated by market changes, and that certification in the office area sector is no longer just an
add-on or a trend, but it has become a standard.
5
JLL, the O
JLL, the Warsaw O

, 2016, <h ://www.bazabiur.pl/raport-rynek-biurowy-w-polsce-2016.html> [10.03.2017]
2016, <h ://www.bazabiur.pl/raport-warszawski-rynek-biurowy-2016.html > [10.03.2017]
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Certification in Poland since 2008, when the first object in LEED was registered, has gone a long way. Today we
can speak not only about the quantitative growth of certified area but above all the quality growth. We see a great
commitment to improving the quality of certification among investors and architects. So far, in order to obtain
credits in the certification process, the most obvious factors have been addressed by applying energy-efficient
lighting, ventilation, solar systems, maximum water saving. Nowadays, the process of obtaining credits is increasingly based on more advanced criteria, which are broadly equivalent to the idea of sustainable construction. The
factors that are gaining importance are for example the percentage of recycled materials in new products used for
construction and equipping of buildings, the fact that the manufacturer has a program of reprocessing of products
or reduced VOC emission. A new direction in thinking about an eco-friendly building is also the importance of
user’s comfort in accordance with the Well Building Standard philosophy.
the Bal

Maciej Sobolewski, Sales Manager for Poland,
, Armstrong Building Products

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION OF
CERTIFIED BUILDINGS

Małopolska Province and is currently the second region with the highest number of certified facilities.

The location on the map of Poland of certified
objects has not changed significantly over the
year. Just like last year, the Mazovia Province,
with almost 50% of certified objects, is the undisputed leader. Out of 202 buildings in the
Province, 181 were built in Warsaw.
The analysis of annual increments of certified buildings in respective provinces shows
that the Wielkopolska Province is ahead of
C.15

POLAND - THE LEADER IN CENTRAL
AND EASTERN EUROPE
It is not a well-known fact that Poland is an undisputed leader in certification in our region. Of
the 8506 certified buildings in 14 Central and
Eastern European countries, as many as 48% of
them are located in Poland.
Cer

buildings by loca

6

At the
, the following numbers of cer
i
e
a a s: The Czech Republic - 112,
Romania - 97, Hungary - 94, Lithuania - 38, Slovakia - 34, Bulgaria - 26, Montenegro - 10, Serbia, Latvia and Estonia - 7 each, Ukraine - 4, Croa 3, Slovenia 2.
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Buildings cer
441: The Czech Republic - 112, Romania - 97, Hungary - 94, Lithuania - 38, Slovakia - 34, Bulgaria - 26, Montenegro - 10, Serbia, Latvia and Estonia - 7 each,
Ukraine - 4, Croa - 3, Slovenia - 2.
409: Poland

Of course, Poland is the second largest country
in the region (after Ukraine), and therefore the
development of the entire real estate market is
much faster and larger than in other countries
in the region. But the numbers speak for themselves: 409 buildings in the area 5 times and

population 3 times smaller than the rest of the
region. Statistically, one certified building falls
to each 94 thousand people, in turn, the average data for the region shows that it is 262
thousand people on one such object (excluding
Poland).

This report shows that more and more types of buildings are certified, and more and more are outside Warsaw.
This is a very promising trend.
I am happy because, among other things, industrial plants have already 10% of the certificates and there are also
certificates for residential buildings and schools. This means that sustainable construction is not just a „marketing
mantra” that aims to increase the value of your investment, but it really is a value for investors.
Applying green material solutions increases the level of certification. And these often are the materials that you
need to use in the facility. LafargeHolcim in Poland supplies an increasing number of erected buildings with its
products, which are then certified. In many cases, from the very beginning, the investor’s assumptions, which are
handed over to the contractors, include the appropriate requirements concerning green solutions that are to be
delivered, which results in continuous product development so that they are increasingly environmentally friendly.
Jędrzej Zdziechowski, Engineering Structures and Sustainable
Construc
, LafargeHolcim
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CONCLUSIONS
The rapid increase in the number of green buildings
that are user-friendly and environmentally friendly
is optimistic, especially in the office area sector, as
we spend most of our day in offices. It is noteworthy
that especially new eco-certified buildings provide
an excellent base for creating user-friendly office
areas that continue the sustainable construction
concept.

The landscape of our country is changing in some
cities almost beyond recognition. Those from the
top ten regarding the most dynamic investment
climb to the top and it is very optimistic that the
emerging buildings are mostly built on the basis of
very strict certificate requirements, in accordance
with the objectives of sustainable development at a
high international level.

In the process of arranging an office in a certified
building, recommendations resulting from the certification of the entire building should be implemented, which result in the improvement of employees’
comfort and better working environment, such as
low-carbon finishing materials, energy-saving and
efficient lighting, daylighting solutions and adequate ventilation. It is worth remembering that the
office should be tailor-made to fit the needs of the
organization.

However, many challenges in this field are still ahead
of us. For example the interesting new certifications
or programs, which emphasize the role of the
human in the building even more (WELL) or dynamic
approach to the use of the building (LEED Dynamic
Plaque, ARC).

Combination of characteristics resulting from the
specifics of the green buildings and a modern, flexible workplace, guarantee the success of the company in the form of more productive and satisfied workers, fewer sick leaves and the attraction of young
talented people.
It is clearly visible that the interest in the certification influences all sectors of the construction industry, including industrial and commercial sector,
which demonstrates investors’ respect for both the
natural environment and the users of these buildings. Not without significance is the fact that the
certified buildings are cheaper to operate, easier to
rent and desired by buyers.
The increased interest in certification in the hotel
sector is a very positive feature. Orbis Hotel Group, which certified its two properties: Ibis Gdańsk
Old Town and the Mercure Kraków Old Town, is the
pioneer in BREEAM New Construction Certification for Hotel Buildings. It is to be hoped that these
trends will influence the entire hotel sector, to the
satisfaction of its visitors.

Regina Gul
PLGBC Board Member,
Senior Project Manager, JLL
DEVELOPED BY:
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We also look with great hope at these sectors
which are a bit behind when compared to our
western neighbours. Among them, there are public
buildings such as public offices, schools, banks,
military facilities, airports. In the USA, for example,
in 2014 more than 25% of all certified objects
belonged to the public administration. Although in
this comparison (with the only BREEAM Excellent
certificate in the interim phase regarding the case of
the Marshal’s Office in Cracow) we are much more
modest, the fact that the local governments and EU
legislators take interest in the topic (backed by EPD
or EPDD directives and green public procurement)
should in the near future strongly affect the green
areas of public facilities financed from public budget.
Most green investments in Poland are clearly linked
to foreign capital, where mature international investors already have adequate awareness in this area.
However, I am sure that both the history of their
success and the reading of this report will contribute to the pro-environmental decision-making of
local investors so that they can meet the growing
market demands in time and, in the long run, maintain in this emerging industry that is modern residential, office and industrial construction.

Rafał Schurma
PLGBC President,
owner of visio | architects & consultants

Alicja Kuczera, CEO at PLGBC
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