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SUMMARY

©2018 PLGBC. This document has been prepared by the PLGBC, and its content does not constitute any obligation or
recommendation on the part of the PLGBC and is valid on the day of its preparation. Any use of the contents of this publication
in whole or in part must include full information about the title, authors and the PLGBC as the copyright owner.
PLGBC – Polish Green Building Council is a non-governmental organization (non-profit) aimed at supporting the construction
sector in Poland by promoting and implementing the principle of triple responsibility: environmental, social and economic. Our
aim is to develop the process of designing, building and exploitation of buildings with elements of sustainable development so
as to benefit their residents, the environment and all the participants in the construction process.

Polish Green Building Council PLGBC has published
analyzes of the certified buildings market in Poland for
the third year in a row. The Council’s mission is to make
the sustainability of the built environment the new
normal. As always, we emphasize that the green building does not have to be certified, but designed, built
and used in accordance with the principles of sustainable construction, however, it is the certification
that is an objective, verified by the third party, determinant of the building sustainability. We are fulfilling
our mission, contributing to the increase of awareness of the importance and potential of sustainable

construction, and this report is one of such activities.
How is green building in Poland developing? What
trends can be noticed? What is the dynamics of the
growth of certified buildings? Answers to these and
other questions can be found on the pages of the
report. We present in it the current data (as of March
2018) regarding the number of certified buildings,
certified usable floor area, analysis of individual certification systems, as well as the division into individual
sectors of the real estate market and territorial distribution of certified buildings in Poland.

MULTI-CRITERIA CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS
The multi-criteria certification systems operating
in Poland are international methods for assessing
buildings and their impact on the environment,
human beings and economic aspects. First of all, this
assessment allows to determine to what extent the
building in its whole life cycle (from design, through
construction, operation, to demolition) affects the
natural environment. Its impact on human beings
is measured by improving the quality of the internal
environment of the building (thanks to which the

features of the building that at the time of purchase
would have to be additionally checked by the investor
anyway).
There are five international multi-criteria assessment
systems in Poland: BREEAM, DGNB, HQE, LEED and WELL
(alphabetical order).
While the first four of them can be summarized as focusing on the above-mentioned areas, the fifth certificate –
WELL Building Standard – focuses on the health, comfort
and well-being of building users, thanks to which it can

CERTIFICATION OF SUSTAINABLE BUILDINGS FOCUSES ON SEVERAL
MAIN AREAS:
ENERGY EFFICIENCY

WASTE REDUCTION AND
MAXIMIZATION OF RECYCLING

THE QUALITY OF THE INTERNAL
ENVIRONMENT OF THE BUILDING

THE MATERIALS USED TO
CONSTRUCT THE BUILDING

EFFECTIVE WATER MANAGEMENT

TRANSPORT AND LOCATION

risk of diseases that can be caused by poor indoor
air quality is reduced) as well as improving the
quality of the working environment of people. Such
an assessment also translates into the market value
of real estate, which on the one hand becomes more
attractive to tenants and on the other hand to investors
(among other things by standardizing real estate
transactions, because the systems clearly show those

operate independently or as a supplement to any of the
other certificates, raising the importance of the social
aspect in the sustainability triangle.
The British BREEAM certification system was established
in 1990. Currently, BREEAM certified projects (564 thousand) can be found in 771 countries. The German DGNB
system began operating in 2009, it certified 1,225 projects in 212 countries. In turn, in the French HQE system,

1 BREEAM, <https://www.breeam.com/> [13/03/2018]
2 DGNB, <http://www.dgnb-system.de/en/projects> [13/03/2018]
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the first building was certified in 2003, currently it has
over 530 thousand rated projects in 263 countries. The
American LEED system, established in 1998, is present

in 57 thousand projects in 1654 countries. The youngest
of the systems, also American — WELL, took off in 2014
and can boast of 153 certified projects in 325 countries.

SUMMARY OF THE PERIOD FROM MARCH 2017 TO MARCH 2018
The period between March 2017 and March 2018
was very dynamic. Not only the number of certified buildings increased significantly, but also new
types of certificates and schemes appeared, which
confirms the growing maturity of our market and
the deserved reputation of Poland as the certification leader in the region of Central and Eastern
Europe. And so:
• in June 2017, the DGNB Buildings in Use scheme
for the existing Galeria Kaskada shopping center
in Szczecin was used for the first time
• WELL certification debuted – the first registrations appeared already in 2016, however the
first pre-certification was granted in August
2017 for Varso Tower
• for the first time, the BREEAM Communities
scheme was applied in Poland under the
BREEAM system, which in the final version was

•

•

•

granted on November 2, 2017 to the Burakowska 14 complex
in the mentioned period as many as 17 projects
obtained the LEED Core & Shell certificate at the
Platinum level, and 4 projects obtained the
BREEAM International New Construction certificate at the Outstanding level
the selection of the Polish V.Offices project
as the best in Central and Eastern Europe
at the BREEAM Awards 2018 in London was
the crowning achievement of such high levels
of certification
the certification of residential projects is gaining
popularity. The first apartment building was
certified in the HQE system in 2015, while
BREEAM New Construction Residendial debuted
in the second half of 2016, and over the analyzed
period, 6 different projects located in Warsaw
joined this group.

Annual data on the usable area of buildings covered by multi-criteria
Marek Lechowski
Sustainable Construction certification systems leaves no doubt that green building has become
Coordinator, STRABAG
a widely used standard in Poland. The growing awareness among entities
related to the industry is demonstrated by products and services that are better and better suited to the needs
of the green market. Also in the public procurement sector this topic is starting to arouse interest.
The focus of greater attention to the user’s comfort is also a positive signal, which seems to break the previous dominance of economic factors during the implementation of projects. Let’s not forget, however, that
the prerequisite for using the value that certified buildings bring, is their proper maintenance. This is particularly true for the quality of the internal environment, and hence for HVAC systems.
Sustainable construction affects many critical areas constituting one organism, in which expert knowledge
and creative potential are the driving force for seeking innovative solutions. Poland as the leader in green
building in the Central and Eastern Europe region is well prepared for it.
Louise D’Costa
Climate change is a threat which requires individuals and organisations with
Emanuelsen
Marketing Manager, vision to see the opportunity and push for change.
This thinking expects more of businesses than profitability and stakeholder
Interface
engagement. Business must become the driver of positive impacts with a focus on solving bigger problems.
For more than two decades, Interface has focused on implementing this vision creating a framework to systematically measure and reduce environmental impacts across the business.
To solve this big global challenge it will require the collective abilities, innovations and aspirations of many,
including those in the Polish built environment who are responsible for driving change. To build momentum
around the actions businesses need start sharing ideas and plans, and partnering, to uncover new ways of working. It is only through bold leadership that industry can create a climate fit for life and make the innovations
of today the only acceptable standard of tomorrow.
3 Cotora C. (cosmin.cotora@cerway.com) [29/03/2018] HQE info. Email to akuczera@plgbc.org.pl
4 USGBC, <https://www.usgbc.org/projects> [15/03/2018]
5 IWBI, <https://www.wellcertified.com/en> [13/03/2018]
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Certifying sustainable buildings has become established practice in
the construction and real estate industry. Despite this, the actual aims
of certification are often still of secondary importance for many building
owners. For the German Sustainable Building Council (DGNB) the main
motivation has to be to build better, quality-assured buildings. To place
greater emphasis on this, an updated version 2018 of the DGNB System has been developed in recent months, setting new building certification benchmarks on an international level.
One of the most important changes that has been made to the DGNB System is that it specifically promotes innovative solutions. If it can be proven that a new kind of approach achieves the same or better results compared
to an existing solution. A similar tack has been taken for the new bonus system, which has now been integrated
into a variety of criteria. It does not matter if an underlying idea relates to the circular economy or the sustainable
development goals of the United Nations; if somebody goes the extra mile in considering natural resources or climate protection, there are now numerous ways to earn bonus points, all of which go towards certification.
Christine Lemaitre
Managing Director,
DGNB GmbH

Climate change is facing all economic sectors. Other environmental aspects,
such as saving energy, water and resources, limiting pollution and waste
should also be taken into account. On their side, the inhabitants and the
users of buildings are sensitive to health and comfort.
That’s why we need buildings that offer a good quality of life and at the
same time, that respect the environment and are economically efficient.
This objective must be pursued for new buildings as well as for existing buildings. The performance of an existing building
can be improved through renovation, better management or better use. It is in fact on these three levers that one can
optimize the return compared to the investment that one can make.
Patrick Nossent
President of CERWAY (International operator for HQETM
certification)

The U.S. Green Building Council introduced LEED nearly 20 years ago
as a way to measure and define what green building means and to provide
a roadmap for sustainable development. Today, LEED is a full-scale global
movement and the most widely used green building program in the world.
The future of LEED in Poland remains bright. In the coming years, Poland
is poised for greater expansion as global green building is expected to double every three years. Last year, GBCI, the
global certification body for LEED, opened a new office in Munich to meet the demands of the growing green building
market throughout Europe. GBCI Europe works with the leaders of the market to help accelerate the greening of Europe’s
built environment and further transform the market. We also announced that Greenbuild, the largest green building conference experience, is coming to Europe in 2018. Taking place in Berlin this April, Greenbuild offers a forum for the green
building community to unite, change lives, revolutionize business and address pressing issues impacting human health
and the environment. Greenbuild’s expansion into the European market is reflective of the tremendous leadership and
demand from the green building community in Europe.
Mahesh Ramanujam
President and CEO, U.S. Green
Building Council and Green
Business Certification Inc.

The impacts our buildings have on us and on the environment are becoming widely understood by the construction and real estate industry. I feel
very humble to work for an organization like BRE, who drive the research
to create standards that uncouple these impacts. BREEAM has been bringing about change for 28 years now, but the challenges we face today are
no less than they were three decades ago. In fact, as we become more conscious of the impacts, the list of work we need
to do grows ever longer. The unsung heroes tackling these challenges are our Assessors, supported in the Polish market
by PLGBC to communicate how we can all do better.
In my mind, to facilitate change in the long term there are many strands to the conversation. There is a developing
dialogue around rethinking the relationship between suppliers and end-users. I also anticipate a rise of the circular
economy, whereby we can drastically reduce waste whilst increasing wellbeing. For those working in the industry,
it is an exciting period; top minds from top universities are gravitating to the sector, and innovative technologies, as well
as new attitudes, are shaping the future. I am determined to ensure that as BREEAM continues to grow in the Polish
market, that we find new ways to inspire clients to adopt best practice, in turn bringing even more people into this
debate to support the change we need.
Martin Townsend
Director of Sustainability,
BRE Group

While we’ve made amazing progress in ensuring that environmentally
sustainable buildings are the new normal, now it’s now time to focus on how
we can improve the health and wellness of the people who live, work and
learn inside the buildings.
The WELL Building Standard (WELL) is helping to facilitate this “second
wave of sustainability.” WELL is a holistic, evidence-based approach to wellness that integrates design features with
improvements to operational and policy protocols. Strategies address performance metrics such as air and water quality,
lighting and comfort, as well as how the design can promote healthy eating, physical activity and cognitive health.
We’re excited about the opportunity to support the real estate industry in Poland and across Europe in its embrace
of healthier people through better buildings. As of February 2018, 11 commercial office projects in the country are
WELL Pre-certified or registered to pursue WELL Certification. These early leaders are showing how our workspaces can
be vehicles for improving our buildings so our families and friends, neighbors and colleagues can thrive.
Kamyar Vaghar
President, International WELL
Building Institute
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GENERAL DATA
The number that best reflects the state of Polish green
building is the total usable area of certified buildings:
it has already reached almost 12 million m2 – this value
includes all types of buildings, certified in all analyzed
systems. This is a very significant increase of over 1.6

later the first building was awarded the BREEAM certificate. Other systems debuted in 2015 (HQE), 2016
(DGNB) and 2017 (WELL). Over the course of eight
years, more than 500 certified buildings have appeared on the map of our country, among of which there
Usable floor area of certified projects

CH1

Adam Targowski
The office market has been experiencing a steady growth for several
Sustainability Manager CEE,
Skanska Commercial Develop- years. More and more people work in office buildings that are certified
in BREEAM or LEED systems. This shows that the Polish market has
ment Europe
already grown up to the next step in the field of workplace certification. The high comfort of the workplace and its
surroundings is of increasing importance to employees and employers. The most demanding, new scheme of certification is undoubtedly the WELL certificate that we are introducing as a standard in our projects throughout
the Central and Eastern European region. It is a certificate confirming the quality of the work environment and
its good impact on human health and well-being. Organization awarding the WELL certificate assesses, among
other things, the air and water quality, access to daylight, but also a sense of thermal and acoustic comfort, access
to healthy food or the influence of the office on the body and mind. A conscious choice of the investor should also
be designing the building in a manner accessible to people of different needs and those affected with disabilities,
which can be confirmed by the „Building without Barriers” certificate granted by the Integration Foundation.
million m2 during the year (16%)6. In the further part
of the report, we are presenting area data for new and
existing buildings as well as functional separation.
In March 2018, we already have 618 certificates
issued in all systems. Interestingly, the numerical
(67) and percentage (12%) increase in the certificates is lower than the increase in certified buildings,
which results from the fact that in 2017 several office
complex projects appeared, in which one certificate
covered several buildings.
Citing historical data – the first certificate granted
in Poland was LEED (January 2010), then half a year

Number of certificates in Poland

CH2

6 PLGBC, Certification of green buildings in numbers 2017, <https://plgbc.org.pl/wp-content/uploads/2017/04/Certyfikacja-zielonych-budynkow-w-liczbach-2017.pdf> [14/03/2018], all references to previous data refer to this publication.
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are office, industrial, commercial, hotel and residential buildings, as well as one school. This means a 23%
increase in the number of certified buildings per year
(in 2017 it was 25%), but in absolute terms it is more
than a year ago, because there are 93 new facilities
(in 2017 there were 81).

Number of certified buildings

CH3

Chart 3 presents all types of buildings that have
a multi-criteria certificate in all types of certification,
at every stage – from the design to the constructed
building or a building existing before certification (including pre-certificates and certificates for the interim
phase, registrations are not included). As in previous
years, the leader of the statement is BREEAM certification with a 71% share (in 2017 it was 74%). LEED, the
second in the ranking has a nearly 25% share (an increase of 2.5% compared to 2017), followed by DGNB
with 2.4% of certified buildings, HQE – 1%, and debuting WELL – 0.8%.
It is interesting to note that the oldest certified building remains the Oppersdorf Palace in Wrocław (part
of the Dominikański office complex), originally built
in 1725, and there are already 15 historical certified
buildings erected before 1954.

CERTIFICATION SYSTEMS IN DETAILS
In Chart 4, new buildings, certified in the BREEAM
International New Construction scheme, are divided
into two groups: buildings with interim7 type of certificate (obtained at the design stage) and final type
of certificate (obtained at the as-built stage, after
the commission of the building). A separate group
is BREEAM In-Use certificates dedicated to existing
buildings.
In the BREEAM system, 356 buildings were certified
in our country, of which 62% are new buildings and
38% are existing ones. An interesting trend was observed – compared to a year ago, there are 56 new
buildings, but only two existing ones. The virtual lack
of increase in the number of certified existing buildings

is due to the fact that many commercial buildings certified in the BREEAM In-Use scheme, where certificates
expired last year, have not yet applied for certification
again. This scheme, as the only one in the BREEAM system, has its expiration date. Within three years of obtaining the certificate, every year one should inform
the BRE of the intention to extend the certificate and
confirm whether there have been significant changes
in the building that could affect the level of certification granted. If such changes have not taken place, the
certificate is renewed by BRE. After three years, complete certification should be carried out again. In view
of the above, the year-on-year increase in the number
of buildings certified in BREEAM decreased from 23%

7 Interim certificates for buildings that have finally obtained a final certificate are not included in the statement.

POLISH CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS - 2018 analysis

5

Buildings certified in BREEAM

CH4

Summary of BREEAM awarded grades

CH5

in the previous year to the level of 17% at present.
scheme is dedicated to the area belonging to tenants,
As many as 90% of the grades awarded in all types
where only part of the building is certified8.
New buildings account for 79% of all LEED certificates,
of BREEAM certificates are Very good and above,
and existing ones constitute 21%. Significantly, the
which shows that our domestic market strives for perLEED certification recorded a large increase over the
fection. By removing the BREEAM In-Use scheme from
year, by as much as 37% (for comparison, a year earthis statement, you can still see very high marks: 80%
lier, there was an increase by 18% compared to 2016).
of Very good and above.
Dominik Włodarczyk
The year 2017 in the field of BREEAM certification can be described
PhD, Eng
as a breakthrough in several issues.
Certifiation Senior EngiFirst of all, the level of certification is getting higher, which is evidenced
neer, Sweco Consulting
by subsequent buildings with the Outstanding result, i.e. V.Offices, Podium Park or the Mennica Legacy Tower.
V.Offices, which won the first BREEAM Awards 2018 in the history of Polish investments for the best ecological
project in the region of Central and Eastern Europe, deserves a special distinction.
The next area is the certified public buildings, for example the headquarters of MPWiK in Warsaw, Ratusz Marszałkowski in Cracow and the City Hall in Szczecin, the last being in the process of certification. And it seems that
public investors have noticed the quality of the buildings connected with the certificates.
An interesting trend is also the revival of the hotel industry, which treats certification as an element of their
sustainable development strategy.
And finally, the first certificates in the Refurbishment & Fit-Out system, which allows for, among other things,
the certification of the arrangements alone, constitute an important trend. This system can gain popularity
among tenants and among developers implementing Shell & Core type of buildings.
The current types of LEED certificates in Poland are
Core & Shell and New Construction for new buildings
as well as LEED for Existing Buildings Operations and
Maintenance. In turn, the Commercial / Retail Interiors

Buildings certified in LEED

CH6

The LEED system shows a similar tendency as in BRE-EAM, namely a very high share of the highest scores: Gold and Platinum – as much as 92%, and what
is worth emphasizing – 33% of all ratings are the hi-

Summary of LEED awarded grades

CH7

8 For the purposes of this analysis, it was assumed that buildings with only Commercial / Retail Interiors certificate were also counted as a certified building
(9 such buildings). If the building has two certificates – for the entire building and part of the tenant’s area, the building is counted once.
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ghest Platinum scores. If only new buildings are taken
into consideration, the numbers are even more impressive – as many as 43% of the ratings for new buildings are at the Platinum level.
The DGNB system evaluated 12 buildings, 10 of which
are new industrial buildings, and two are existing
shopping centers, subjected to a comprehensive
modernization crowned with the DGNB Buildings

in Use certificate (significantly different in character
from its British counterpart).
On the other hand, HQE certification in the Polish market focused on residential construction, as five certificates in this system were issued for apartment buildings.
The debuting WELL Building Standard has taken over
new office buildings.

NEW AND EXISTING BUILDINGS
New and existing buildings

For a complete picture of the Polish market, it is necessary to divide the market into new buildings and those
that existed before the certification process began.
As already mentioned before, all certification systems
offer systems for new and existing buildings. Without
analyzing each of them in detail, it should be noted
that especially those dedicated to existing buildings
differ significantly in terms of scope, accuracy and
costs, which has a direct impact on the number of certified buildings.
There is clearly an upward trend in the number of new
buildings, designed according to the guidelines of one
of the discussed systems – their share in this year analy-

CH8

sis reached 68% (in the previous year it was 63%, a year
earlier – similar), and thus the share of existing buildings dropped to 32% (from 37%). The annual growth
rate of the number of new buildings amounted to over
32%, which is a significantly higher result than in previous years (2017: 22%, 2016: 13%), and the analysis
in numerical terms illustrates even better the rapid growth of new projects: 83 new buildings in relation to 47
a year earlier.
Of the 339 new buildings, 308 buildings have already
been completed, while 31 are still under construction.
The first chart of this report illustrating the condition
of the Polish market was the usable area of certified

Jacek Dziębor
Director of the Concrete
Sale and Development
Department, CEMEX Poland

2017 started a good market downturn in the construction industry. The
growing demand for building materials is accompanied by the energy
efficient certification market interest, which means that investors and
contractors take into account sustainability criteria in their projects, and even compete with each other with
higher and higher grades they get in the multi-criteria certification process, such as LEED or BREEAM. This
healthy competition means that sustainable development criteria are used not only in the detailed design or at
the stage of operation of a given building, but already at the stage of its construction and selection of specific
building materials produced in a responsible manner. Manufacturers of building materials are trying to facilitate their selection, among other things, through the use of green product cards in which contractors and
investors can find information useful in the certification process.
POLISH CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS - 2018 analysis
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objects in total, which amounted to almost 12 million
m2. However, broken down into new and existing buildings, it looks like this:
The usable floor area of new certified objects (m2)

CH9

In this view, the percentage share of new buildings
in the entire area of certified buildings is 62%, compared to 38% of the area occupied by existing buildings.
It is important here that among the existing buildings,
the shopping centers, with large floor space, have

obtained many certificates. On a yearly scale, a 24%
increase in the certified floor area of new buildings has
been observed.
The usable floor area of existing certified objects (m2)

CH10

Annual growth of the new certified floor area

CH11

SECTOR DIVISION OF CERTIFIED BUILDINGS

Sector division of all buildings
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The significant advantage of office buildings is the global tendency in the certification. Exactly the same phenomenon is observed in our market.
In comparison to the previous year, the share of cer-

CH13

dings for industrial use increased by 2%, and residential buildings by more than 1%. Hotel and school buildings (exactly: one certified school) remained at the
same level (Chart 12).

The usable floor area of certified buildings by sector

tified office buildings remained practically at the
same level, reaching almost 67%. Commercial properties recorded a 4-percent decline (the reason is that
BREEAM In-Use certificates were not renewed by
some shopping centers). However, the number of buil-

Sector division of new buildings

CH14

It is worth taking a closer look at the new buildings.
Among the new buildings, the share of office buildings
amounts to almost 71% – practically the same as it was
last year.
In turn, the dynamics of the annual increase in the

Maciej Sobolewski
The all-out ecological trend, which has been increasingly visible
Sales Manager for Poland, the
on the real estate market in Poland for years, are the activities
Baltic States and Scandinavia,
that from the novelty stage enter the conscious choice stage. InveArmstrong
stors and building owners — of mainly offices, but more and more often also shopping centers and hotels —
choose sustainable construction solutions not only for image and business reasons.
Eco-friendly buildings, where there are perfect conditions for spending time, including friendly acoustics and
good air quality are simply more willingly chosen by users and tenants. Therefore, ecological certifications,
which until recently have been shaped mainly through the prism of construction, equipment and operation
of buildings, will increasingly be heading towards highlighting the well-being and health of people staying
in these buildings. WELL Building Standard certification is gaining popularity in Poland.
A new, more and more noticeable phenomenon is also thinking about the sustainable construction and functioning of buildings belonging to public entities. The implementation of ecological solutions and even certification
to offices, schools, hospitals, entertainment and sports facilities will be an increasing trend – also due to the
improvement of the level of ecology and friendliness by cities.
POLISH CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS - 2018 analysis
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number of buildings in particular sectors was completely different from the previous year.
The most spectacular increase in percentage can
be observed in the residential sector – by 140%.
Of course, starting from a low value, it is much easier
to record such a large increase, but this is a fact worth
emphasizing, because the certification of the residential sector is just beginning to develop. The office buildings sector grew at a rate of 24%, which is a 4% better
result than a year ago. In turn, as you can read in the
analyzes in the previous sections of the report, the
growth of the commercial sector was faint, at the level
of 1%. For comparison, in 2017 it was 23%.
At the end of 2017, almost 9.7 million m2 of modern
office space was available in Poland9, of which as much
as 62% is a certified area. This is a 5% increase in the
share of certified office space compared to the total
of modern office space over the past year. In the last
year’s summary of this section we concluded that the
certification has become a standard in the office buildings sector, which has been again confirmed by this
year’s numbers.
It is worth observing the trend in the commercial sec-

Percentage of the certified office area in relation to the
modern office area in total

CH16

Annual increase in the number of certified
buildings by sector

CH15

tor, where the share of the certified area is measured
for the first time, starting from the level of 1/3 of the
total area of 11.7 million m2 10 which is also a promising result.

Percentage of the certified commercial area in relation
to the modern commercial area in total

CH17

ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION OF CERTIFIED BUILDINGS
As in previous years, the distribution of certified buildings on the map of our country has not changed. Still
50% of the buildings are located in the Mazowieckie
Province, where the number of certified buildings increased by 48 during the year, in the second place,
with the share of 11% and with 16 new buildings, Małopolska Province, followed by Dolnośląskie Province

(10% share and 13 new buildings). The Lubuskie and
Podlasie Provinces appeared for the first time in the
ranking. For the first time there was a decline observed, but only in the retail sector – this is due to the
fact that some shopping centers have not renewed the
BREEAM In-Use certificates.

9 JLL, Office market in Poland 2017, <https://www.bazabiur.pl/reports/rynek-biurowy-w-polsce-styczen-2018-161.pdf> [15/03/2018]
10 The Polish Council of Shopping Centers, PRCH Report RRF second half of 2017, <http://prch.org.pl/pl/baza-wiedzy> [15/03/2018]
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Certified buildings by location

CH18

POLAND - THE LEADER IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE
Poland’s strong position as a leader in this ranking can
be clearly seen by comparing the number11 of BREEAM,
DGNB, HQE, LEED and WELL certified buildings in 14

Central and Eastern European countries. In our country
there are 48% of such buildings (as in the previous year).

Buildings certified in Central and Eastern Europe

CH19

11 At the time of preparing this analysis, the following numbers of certified buildings for individual countries were obtained from generally available BREEAM,
DGNB, HQE, LEED and WELL databases: The Czech Republic – 133, Romania – 120, Hungary – 118, Slovakia – 52, Lithuania – 49, Bulgaria – 38, Serbia – 13,
Estonia – 9, Latvia – 5, Ukraine – 5, Croatia – 4, Slovenia – 2, Belarus – 1. Projects that have been only registered were not taken into account.
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SUMMARY
Ecological certification of office buildings is already a standard on the Polish market.
Regina Gul
PLGBC Board Mem- Certified buildings enjoy high demand from tenants as well as potential buyers. Most
ber, Senior Project of such buildings are located in Warsaw, but there is a growing interest in other
Manager, JLL

regions of Poland. Developers are gradually raising the bar by constructing buildings
that achieve higher and higher levels of certification.
A very positive accent in the sustainable construction industry is the interest in green
certification in the residential construction sector. This means an increase in ecological awareness among both residential developers and smaller investors. It remains
to be hoped that this trend will continue and over time will cover all newly built residential projects, to the satisfaction of their buyers.
The growing interest of the industrial sector is also encouraging, with lots of potential
in the area of sustainable construction.

Rafał Schurma
PLGBC President,
owner of visio
| architects &
consultants
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Green buildings are becoming more and more visible in the image of Polish towns.
Although the perceived percentage advantage of the Mazowieckie Province remains
at the same level as in previous years, both the even growth in other regions
of Poland and the appearance of first certified buildings in such Provinces as Lubuskie or Podlasie are noteworthy. The already well-established interest of relevant
stakeholder groups in the case of office, commercial or industrial buildings allows
us to enjoy an unrivaled position of a leader in the CEE region, and a high position
in the entire European Union. We also enjoy the appearance of new functional
groups: certification for settlement units, as well as strengthening interest in certifications among residential developers and public administration.
It is also very clearly seen how high importance in Poland begins to be attached
to a high level of certification, often even much higher than the level in countries
where individual systems originate. It is a pleasure to say that this translates directly
into quite interesting examples from the Polish market, which do not diverge from
the highest class of world buildings.
As we were able to predict in the previous report, strong entry into the market was
witnessed by the WELL certification, emphasizing the role of the man in the building (his health, comfort, well-being and proper development). Although since June
2016, the first company has offered consulting services in this area, the current
state, this is 4 precertifications and several new registrations, constitutes the vast
majority of the last year’s harvest.
At 7th PLGBC Green Building Symposium in 2017 prof. Charles Kibert drew attention to an interesting (and from a certain point of view, dangerous) departure from
the original task of multi-criteria certification, which was to minimize the negative
impact of investments on the natural environment. Perhaps it is the WELL certification (as complementary to multi-criteria certification such as BREEAM, DGNB, HQE
or LEED) that will be a limitation for the further development of the main certification
in this direction, so that our egocentric approach does not forget that as a species
we are still only a part of nature. Sustainable buildings are one of our best chances
and opportunities to adapt to far-reaching changes, including climate change.
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