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1POLISH CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS - 2019 analysis

The map of Poland is filled with sustainable buildings. Every 
year, the number of certified investments increases, and 
a sustainable approach to the design, construction and opera-
tion of a building is becoming more and more common. The 
Polish Green Building Council fulfills its mission of uniting 
and transforming the industry, among others by providing 

reliable information on certified objects built in our country. 
PLGBC maintains a database of buildings certified in inter-
national certification systems present in Poland: BREEAM, 
DGNB, HQE, LEED and WELL,1 and this report is an analysis 
of annual changes on the market of green, certified buildings 
in our country.

The changes taking place on the Polish certified real estate 
market observed over the last year are primarily a large 
increase in the interest in residential certification. Such 
investments, compared to office ones, are still relatively  

small in number, but the dynamics of growth allows us to 
assume that the number of certified, sustainable apartments 
will increase (analysis of this topic in a separate chapter of this 
report).

• 	 	Poland	remains	the	certification	leader	in	Central	
and	Eastern	Europe	(51%	of	certified	objects	in	the	
whole region are located in our country). 

• 	 	 Malta	 House	 and	 Kapelanka	 42B	 obtained	 the	
Existing	Buildings	Operations	&	Maintenance	certi-
ficates	 (April	 and	July	 2018),	 both	 at	 the	Platinum	
level.	For	the	first	time	in	Poland,	buildings	already	
certified	at	 the	construction	stage	at	LEED	Core	&	
Shell,	obtained	the	certificate	 for	 the	existing	buil-
ding	 –	 EB:OM	 (such	 a	 combination	 is	 much	 more	
common	in	the	BREEAM	system).	

• 	 	The	first	BREEAM	certificate	in	the	latest	version	
of	International	2016	New	Construction:	Residential	
(01/06/2018)	was	 received	by	a	 residential	 invest-
ment	-	a	residential	estate	consisting	of	6	buildings:	
Jaśminowy	Mokotów.	

• 	 The	 first	 final	 WELL	 certificate	 was	 awarded	 in	
Poland:	 for	 the	 BuroHappold	 Engineering	 office	 in	
Spektrum	Tower	(WELL	New	and	Existing	Interiors,	
Gold	 level,	12/09/2018).	The	Skanska	office	 in	the	
Spark	 building	was	 the	 second	 project	 certified	 in	
WELL	(Gold	level,	11/03/2019).	

• 	 Akademeia	 High	 School	 has	 obtained	 the	 LEED	
Platinum	 certificate	 (CS	 2009).	 This	 is	 the	 second	
school,	 after	 the	 American	 School	 of	 Warsaw	
in	 Konstancin,	 certified	 in	 the	 LEED	 system	
(31/10/2018).

• 	 For	 the	 first	 time,	 the	 BREEAM	 certificate	 for	
a school was awarded: the primary school at the 
Education	 and	 Recreation	 Center	 in	 Marki	 was	
certified	 in	 the	 BREEAM	 International	 2016	New	
Construction:	 Education	 system	 (27/11/2018).	
Thus,	we	have	three	certified	educational	facilities	
in Poland.

•  Nine M1 shopping centers renewed their 
BREEAM	 In-Use	 certificates,	 achieving	 the	 Excel-
lent	 level	 in	 the	 Asset	 Performance	 part,	 and	
Outstanding	 in	 the	 Building	 Management	 part,	
thanks	to	which	they	entered	the	top	32	sites	with	
such	high	ratings	in	this	system	in	the	world.	

• 	 The	Szczecin	Business	Plaza	buildings	 received	
the	first	certificate	in	the	latest	version	of	LEED	v4	
Core	&	Shell	(16/01/2019).	

• 	 In	March	2019,	for	the	second	year	in	a	row,	the	
Polish	building	was	awarded	the	BREEAM	Awards	
in	the	category	of	a	building	in	the	region	of	Central	
and	 Eastern	 Europe.	 The	 Wronia	 31	 investment	
has	not	only	obtained	this	prestigious	award,	 it	 is	
also	the	first	building	certified	at	the	Outstanding	
level	(for	a	completed	building)	in	the	2013	version	
of	 the	 BREEAM	 International	 New	 Construction	
system.

1  Information on all certification systems: https://plgbc.org.pl  

for sustainable development of companies. It can be observed that the burden of the market’s interest is transferred from the solu-
tions concerning the building itself and the costs of its operation (eg. energy or water consumption) to issues of human well-being 
and health. Hence the growing interest in WELL certification, as well as these BREEAM and LEED credits that concern health & 
well-being areas. This growing interest in the quality of the environment in which people reside has also translated into decisions 
of housing developers who are increasingly willing to certify their investments. Investors also pay more and more attention to the 
sustainable development of space, which affects the involvement of cities and communes in activities for the benefit of green, 
sustainable cities. That is why I expect that next years will also bring us numerous certificates of urban planning. 

Ewa Kowalska-Ocneanu
Chief Sustainability, WSP Poland
Last year was another one in which sustainable construction certifications consolidated their status in Poland. I get 
the impression that they are treated with increasing respect both by the builders and the landlords, who approach 
them no longer as a marketing necessity, but as one of the important tools for implementing broad-based strategies 

ANNUAL	SUMMARY	(FROM	MARCH	2018	
TO	MARCH	2019)

Below	are	the	most	interesting	observations	taken	in	the	period
	from	March	2018	to	March	2019:
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nutrition – and you realize that while we’ve made significant strides in building performance thanks to the green building movement, we 
still have a ways to go in using our buildings to help improve human performance.  
That’s the role of the WELL Building Standard, the premier building rating system that helps project teams enhance the health and wellness 
of the people who use buildings every day. Expanding upon green building practices, WELL lays out additional design and operations prac-
tices that can help people thrive, adding to solid scientific research to give our work an evidence-based foundation that can’t be ignored. 
All of us want our families to be healthy, our communities safe, and our future hopeful. We want clean air and clean water and basic 
housing and services for the folks who struggle, because health and wellness are basic human rights. We’re proud that Poland is one of 
the 48 countries using WELL to advance this idea that our buildings can be powerful protectors and promoters of health and well-being, 
and of the human abundance we all seek.

Rick Fedrizzi
Chairman	and	CEO,	International	WELL	Building	Institute
We spend 90 percent of our time in buildings, where toxin-emitting furnishings and fixtures are commonplace. And, when 
combined with ‘value-engineered’ air exchange solutions, they sabotage our indoor environmental quality. Add to that 
poor lighting, worse acoustics and the messy variables that humans bring with them – sedentary behaviors, questionable 

of certified assessments achieved an Excellent or Outstanding rating and this illustrates the effort the industry is making to improve its 
sustainability credentials. The effort is being noticed on the global stage, as evidenced by the recently certified Wronia 31 project, which 
has just been awarded the BREEAM 2019 Regional Award in recognition of the design’s holistic approach to energy savings. 
In the year ahead, we will be working closely with PLGBC to expand our reach in the Polish construction industry and to better understand 
the opportunities and challenges faced by the sector today. We see a continued need to deepen industry knowledge of sustainability and 
to share best practice on key themes including zero energy buildings, wellbeing and the circular economy. With the next BREEAM Inter-
national NC update just appearing on the horizon, we want to build stronger links with the international BREEAM community as we look 
to share and shape our vision for BREEAM’s future. And this Autumn will see the launch of the BREEAM In Use scheme update, offering 
a newly developed question set for multi-residential buildings. I am excited to see how this will serve and advance a real estate market 
already well-versed in the benefits of In-Use certification.

Dr Shamir Ghumra
BREEAM	Director,	BRE	Group
The steady growth in certification numbers for BREEAM in Poland over the past decade is testament to the nation’s incre-
asing commitment to healthy and sustainable construction. Today in Poland, BREEAM is a well-known and well-understood 
methodology so we see the trend not only of continued growth, but also of increasingly high ratings. Last year, nearly 40% 

adapt their commitments to reflect the recent scientific warnings about GHG emissions and resource use in the IPCC’s Special Report 1.5.  
For me, Katowice once more proved that it is up to the civic society to lead the way. One of the DGNB’s primary concerns is promoting 
the responsible use of resources. We are committed to ensuring that material cycles exist for subsequent recycling or reuse in line with the 
philosophy of circularity, by means of new business models coupled with responsible, forward-thinking product development. To support 
any stakeholders willing to do so, we have recently developed the DGNB Circular Economy toolbox. With this toolbox, we provide the 
individual actors involved in the construction process pragmatic solutions on how the circular economy concept can be implemented in 
the construction industry today.

Dr	Christine	Lemaitre
Chief	Executive	Officer,	DGNB	e.V.
The past year has shown that nations are stuck in a mentality of making excuses instead of taking action. Even if all signa-
tories to the Paris Climate Agreement were to honour their commitments so far, we would see a 3°C temperature rise by 
2100. Still, at COP24, graciously hosted by Poland, states failed to provide answers to the pressing question of how to 

respect the environment and are econ o mically efficient.
This objective must be pursued for new buildings as well as for existing buildings.
The performance of an existing building can be improved through renovation, better management or better use. It is in fact on these three 
levers that one can optimize the return compared to the investment that one can make.
Digital has an increasingly significant environmental impact but at the same time offers opportunities to improve the performance of 
buildings. This is true for the energy but also for the quality of service to the occupants. This new dimension should therefore be included 
in green building evaluations.

Patrick Nossent
President,	CERWAY
Climate change is facing all economic sectors. Other environmental aspects, such as saving energy, water and resources, 
limiting pollution and waste should also be taken into account. On their side, the inhabitants and the users of buildings are 
sensitive to health and comfort. That’s why we need buildings that offer a good quality of life and at the same time, that 

conditions of people in 167 countries and territories and LEED is the most widely used green building program in the world. There are 
currently more than 97,000 registered and certified projects participating in LEED across the globe, totaling more than 1.95 billion square 
meters of space. And in the future, Poland and Europe are poised for expansion as green building is expected to increase globally over 
the next three years. During USGBC’s first generation we’ve enjoyed much success and now we are preparing for our next chapter as an 
organization. With this in mind, we recently launched our newest version of the rating system – LEED v4.1 – the most comprehensive, 
collaborative, accessible and effect LEED system to date. I am proud of the work being done to ensure that LEED is not only the de facto 
leadership standard but also a Living Standard. And as we look to the future and the next 25 years, I am excited and optimistic for what 
we’ll all build next – together.

Mahesh	Ramanujam
President	and	CEO,	U.S.	Green	Building	Council	and	Green	Business	Certification	Inc.
In 2018, USGBC celebrated our 25th anniversary! For 25 years, we’ve partnered with our member companies and the global 
green building community to make our planet stronger, greener and more sustainable. We’ve come a long way as a commu-
nity: green building has grown into a trillion-dollar industry, USGBC is a global force for improving the living and working 
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and financial ones, is a process that has been going on for many years. The gradual change in approach to sustainable design, the 
use of multi-criteria assessment systems of buildings and the visible change in the approach to investment coordination at all its 
stages, also influenced the better use of project tools and implementation of BIM assumptions. Complementing the project with 
the necessary and correct parameters, the possibilities for analyzing data are opened, which allows designing in an even more 
conscious and balanced manner. Last year showed that designers are more and more willing to use advanced tools supporting BIM.

Alicja Leszczyńska
Project Leader - Architect, ASSA ABLOY Poland
Certification of green buildings and sustainable design have until recently been associated in Poland mainly with 
high cost of investment, as well as new technologies in construction. The promotion of pro-ecological attitudes and 
the consolidation of benefits related to sustainable development in the social consciousness: environmental, social 

CH1 Usable	floor	area	of	certified	buildings

CH2 Number	of	certified	buildings

CH3 Increase	in	number	of	buildings

GENERAL	DATA

The most representative data illustrating the state of pro-
gress of Polish sustainable construction is the usable area of 
certified facilities. As of the date of the report (March 2019), 
it has already reached almost 14 million m2 (Chart 1). This is 
an increase of over 2 million m2 to the previous year (in 2018, 
compared to 2017, there was an increase of 1.6 million m2). 
During the year since the last analysis, there have been as 
many as 146 new certified facilities. For comparison, a year 
earlier, 93 new buildings appeared in the list, and in 2017 there 
were 81 of them. Thus, the number of certified buildings has 
reached 648 (Chart 2). It happens that one certificate covers 
several buildings in a given complex. This data is also included 
in the chart below. In the context of the historical develop-
ment of certification in Poland (the first building was certified 
in 2010), the number of 648 objects is impressive.
Chart 2 covers all certification systems and all types of buil-
dings. What is important, the buildings designed, built and 
those existing before the certification process are taken into 
account. Precertified buildings (LEED and WELL) and interim 
certificate (BREEAM) are also taken into account. The stati-
stics below do not include registrations.

The leader of the statement is BREEAM with almost 74% 
share, next systems are LEED: almost 23%, DGNB 2%, WELL 
1%, and HQE 0.8%.
The annual increase in the number of buildings, which reached 
29% is worth emphasizing (a year earlier it was 23%). This 
number illustrates the distinct dynamics of the increase in the 
universality of the application of certification.
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building3. In the LEED system you can, but do not have to, get 
a pre-certification of the project, hence this category is inc-
luded separately (Chart 7).
The ratings obtained by projects in the LEED system are 
as high as in the case of BREEAM: as many as 93% of them are 
Gold and Platinum, while 34% of buildings have the highest, 
platinum markings.
13 buildings are evaluated in the DGNB system, 10 of them 
are new industrial facilities belonging to one complex, two 
existing shopping centers undergoing thorough moderniza-
tion, and the newest building is a new logistics center.
The French HQE system from the very beginning has focused 
on housing in Poland. So far, it has been used in five housing 
projects.
The newest of the systems, WELL Building Standard, has been 
chosen by office buildings. Two projects have been certified 
and the remaining five buildings included in this analysis are 
pre-certified. It is worth noting here that 16 consecutive buil-
dings are registered.

2  If the building has obtained a final type certificate, it automatically replaces the interim type certificate - buildings are not counted twice.
3  For the purposes of this analysis, it was assumed that buildings with only Commercial / Retail Interiors certificate were also counted as a certified building (10 such 
buildings). If the building has two certificates - for the entire building and part of the tenant’s area, the building is counted once.

Considering the annual changes in the context of individual 
certification systems, it can be seen that this year BREEAM 
has shown greater dynamics and recorded a 34% increase in 
the number of buildings. A year earlier it was 17%. In turn, 
LEED achieved a 17% increase (in the previous year 37% of 
new LEED projects appeared).
Chart 5 presents buildings certified in the BREEAM system. 
New buildings for which the New Construction scheme is 
applied are divided into two groups: objects with interim type 
certificate (obtained at the design stage) and final type2 certi-
ficate (obtained at the as-built stage, after the commission of 
the building). The second group is BREEAM In-Use certifica-
tes, dedicated to existing objects.
The level of certificate grades remains very high - 89% are 
Very Good and above (Chart 6).
The LEED system is represented in Poland by the Core & Shell 
and New Construction schemes for new buildings and Existing 
Building Operations & Maintenance for existing facilities. The 
Commercial / Retail Interiors scheme is dedicated to the area 
belonging to tenants who can certify their office in a given 

ANALYSIS	OF	THE	SYSTEMS

At this point, the number of certificates issued for Polish buil-
dings is worth quoting. It is always higher than the number of 
buildings, because some objects have two certificates, espe-
cially those certified in the BREEAM In-Use scheme. As of 

March 2019, we have been granted 772 certificates (Chart 
4). During the year, there were 154 of them, which is a big 
change compared to the previous year, when 67 new certifi-
cates appeared.

CH4 Number	of	certificates	in	Poland

CH5 BREEAM	certified	buildings

CH6 Summary	of	BREEAM	awarded	grades

CH7 LEED	certified	buildings

CH8 Summary of LEED awarded grades
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All certification systems give the opportunity to undertake the 
certification process for an existing facility or at the design 
stage of a building. Therefore, a closer look at the division 
into the certification of new and existing buildings will give 
a full picture of the market. It should also be emphasized that 
while for all newly designed buildings all systems have similar 
requirements, then for existing buildings they differ significan-
tly in terms of scope, accuracy and costs, which has a direct 
impact on the number of certified buildings in each system.
Chart 9 and Chart 10 represent the number of new and exi-
sting certified buildings. The share of new buildings, designed 
according to the guidelines of one of the analyzed systems, is 
66%. It is 2% less than the year before. The existing buildings 
constitute 34% of the total of all certified facilities and this 
is an increase of 2% compared to last year’s analysis.
The annual growth rate of the number of buildings divided 
into new and existing ones shows exactly opposite trends than 
a year earlier - new buildings recorded a 25% increase (32% 
a year earlier), while the existing buildings increased by 37% 
(a year earlier a very weak increase of 7%). Last year’s small 
increase in the number of certified existing facilities resulted 

from the fact that the validity of certifcates of many commer-
cial objects certified in the BREEAM In-Use scheme expired 
and they did not decide to apply for certification again. Howe-
ver, this has changed over the last year and both buildings that 
had a certificate previously and a number of those that did not 
have it, have obtained BREEAM In-Use certificates, thanks to 
which we have recorded a 37% increase in the number of exi-
sting certified buildings.
86 new buildings have appeared in the analyzed period (a year 
ago 83). Of the 425 new facilities, 372 have already been 
completed, while 53 of them are still under construction.
Looking at the area occupied by new and existing buildings 
(Chart 11 and 12), it can be seen that 61% of the usable area 
of all certified objects belongs to newly designed buildings. 
This value decreased by 1% in favor of existing buildings com-
pared to the previous analysis.
In the course of the year, almost 1.2 million m2 of usable 
floor space was added in newly designed buildings, whereas 
in existing buildings, which were subject to certification - 0.9 
million m2.

NEW	AND	EXISTING	BUILDINGS

From the perspective of the property owner, the certificate for existing buildings is extremely important to us. Although this is not 
yet a popular trend and a large number of investors are limited to the Core & Shell certificate, the certification such as LEED EB:OM 
is a kind of verification, showing if what was previously assumed by the developer, was achieved in a fully occupied building. It is 
also a chance for a fresh look at the property and finding new opportunities for optimization. It also allows you to quickly detect 
and react to possible errors in real estate services, which as a result of improper management could contribute to the increase in 
operating costs or deterioration in relations with tenants.

Paweł Żuczek
Technical Manager, Reino Partners
When managing funds and investments in the real estate market, it is impossible not to notice the continuous gro-
wth of the importance of green certification. Certification of development projects is for investors a proof of minimi-
zing the environmental impact and a higher quality of the working environment of the facility users.

CH9 Newly	built	certified	buildings CH10 Existing	certified	buildings

CH12 The	usable	floor	area	of	existing	certified	buildingsCH11 The	usable	floor	area	of	new	certified	buildings
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In Poland, just like in the whole world, the office real estate 
sector is the leader among certified facilities. This share decli-
ned slightly to 64.5% this year (from 66.7%). In turn, commer-
cial properties account for almost 16% of certified facilities 
(17.3% a year earlier). 
Almost 2% increase in share was recorded by industrial 
properties, reaching 13.3%. A similar increase can be observed 
in residential real estate, whose share is currently 4.3% (a year 

earlier 2.4%). In the further part of the report, we will present 
a detailed analysis of this sector. 
The share of hotels has decreased slightly to 1.5%, while 
schools increased to 0.5% (from 0.2%). We can already pro-
udly present three certified educational units.
In the division of space into individual market sectors, it can 
be seen that office real estate constitutes 50%, while the 
share of commercial real estate is 32% (Chart 14).
Considering the annual growth rate of the number of certifica-
tions in each sector in percentage terms (Chart 15), we obtain 
200% for schools (from one, year earlier to three currently), 
and 133% for the housing sector, which, similarly to the pre-
vious year, is a significant increase. The increase in the indu-
strial sector was also very significant and amounted to 48% 
(49% last year). There is an increase of 25% in certified office 
properties (a year earlier it was 24%) and 18% in commercial 
properties (a year earlier 1%). The hotel industry recorded an 
11% increase (in the previous year, 29%).
Of course, the same data presented in the form of the number 
of buildings looks quite different, as shown on Chart 16.

SECTOR	DIVISION	OF	CERTIFIED	BUILDINGS
CH13 Sector	division	of	certified	buildings

CH14 The	usable	floor	area	of	certified	buildings	by	sector

CH15 Annual	growth	of	certified	buildings	by	sector



7POLISH CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS - 2019 analysis

4  JLL, Rynek biurowy w Polsce 2018, <https://www.bazabiur.pl/reports/rynek-biurowy-w-polsce-iv-kw-2018-r-208.pdf> [13/03/2019]
5 Polish Council of Shopping Centers, PRCH Retail Research Forum report for the second half of 2018 <https://prch.org.pl/pl/baza-wiedzy> [13/03/2019]

use of methods that will contribute to the removal of volatile organic compounds and other pollutants from the air. What is more, 
plant effectiveness in this field has already been proven by a number of studies. 
Introducing nature into offices (called biophilia) or using biofilter walls has an impact on improving the health of employees (nature 
has a soothing effect on human beings, reducing stress) and reducing the need for air humidification (live plants can raise humidity 
by up to 5%, which saves water and energy). These areas are included in the multicriteria certification systems. The WELL Building 
Standard is the most advanced in this regard, because including (both inside and outside the building) access to nature, both direct 
- in the form of plants, water, light or views - as well as indirect, through the use of natural materials, designs, colors or images in 
the design is required. 

Beata Dziedzic
Green Wall Expert, co-owner, 4Nature System – Wertykalni
From the point of view of introducing nature to offices, which is what 4Nature System does on a daily basis, the most 
important category in building certification systems is IEQ - Indoor Environmental Quality. Points in this category 
are not granted directly for the introduction of vegetation to the interior of the building, but may be granted for the 

BREEAM (70%) 4 866 700 LEED (27%) 1 905 336 WELL (3%) 182 500

At the end of 2018, 10.3 million square meters of modern 
office space was available in Poland4. Of this, 67% is a cer-
tified area (Chart 17). This is a 5% increase compared to the 
previous year. Over the two years, this increase has reached 
10%. Thus, it can be seen that the sector has already adopted 
certification as a standard.
Interestingly, in the analysis only for the area of Warsaw, this 
index increases to 80%. Therefore, it can be safely said that no 
uncertified office buildings are created in Warsaw (Chart 18).
Last year, for the first time, we calculated the ratio of certi-
fied retail space to modern retail space - it amounted to 33%. 
At the end of 2018 Poland had 12.12 million m2 of modern 
retail space5, of which up to 37% were certified facilities 
(Chart 19).

CH16 Increase	in	number	of	buildings	by	sector

CH17 Share	of	certified	office	space	in	relation	to	total	modern	
office	space

CH19 Share	of	certified	retail	space	in	relation	to	total	modern	
retail spaceCH18 Share	of	certified	office	space	in	relation	to	modern	

office	space	in	Warsaw
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CERTIFICATION	OF	RESIDENTIAL	BUILDINGS

In this year’s report, we will take a closer look at the residential 
sector, because its dynamic growth is optimistic and indica-
tes the direction of future changes. Of course, the precursors 
of these changes are facing the most difficult task: showing 
potential residents that it is worth investing in a certified flat, 
because in the long run the costs of its operation will be lower, 
and the health and well-being of the householder will be bet-
ter. In order for residential certification to have a chance for 
further dynamic development, certainly the price per square 
meter in such an investment should not deviate from mar-
ket standards. Only in such conditions will the dissemination 
of green residential buildings take place.
As Chart 20 shows, 2015 is the debut of residential certifi-
cation in Poland. The first two projects were certified in the 
French HQE system. In 2016, the number of projects increased 

to 5, 4 of which were certified in HQE, and the BREEAM Resi-
dential system debuted this year in the first project. The year 
2017 is an increase to 9 buildings, and the breakthrough year 
was 2018, in which another 19 buildings were certified, which 
in total gave 28 objects. As of March 2019, this state has not 
changed, we have 28 certified residential buildings, 23 in the 
BREEAM system, and 5 in the HQE system (Chart 21).
An important information is when the buildings were or will 
be (because many of them are still under construction) ava-
ilable to residents. This information is presented on Chart 22.
Beginnings can be difficult. This can be seen through the prism 
of the grades obtained by certified projects. Both developers, 
design teams and contractors working on a certified project 
for the first time face new challenges. Therefore, despite the 
fact that in the general summary of the certificate grades  

for ecology. Of course, awareness of Central European consumers is lower than, for example, in the Scandinavian countries. Howe-
ver, in a decade we should reach a development point in which recognized certification of a residential building will become one 
of the standards. Now we have such a situation on the commercial real estate market - offices that do not meet the best green 
practices are beyond the interest of investors. And although the residential sector is, in terms of universality and the implementa-
tion, 15-20 years behind the office certificaton, all premises indicate that in a while the BREEAM system and similar will be one of 
the key factors determining the purchase of an apartment.

Artur Łeszczyński
Innovations and Sustainability Coordinator, Skanska Residential Development Poland
The introduction of green solutions and environmental certification of residential buildings are becoming a trend. 
On the one hand, developers’ interest in sustainable construction results from the growing national and EU require-
ments related to ensuring energy efficiency. On the other, it is driven by the buyers themselves and positive ‘fashion’ 

CH20 Historical	increase	in	the	number	of	certified	residential	buildings

CH21 Number	of	certified	dwellings	per	scheme
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we are doing very well, looking at residential certificates more 
carefully, we will notice a lower level of grades (Chart 23). 
Irrespective of this, it can be seen that new projects are get-
ting higher and higher marks each year.

The geographical distribution of certified apartment buildings 
will not be surprising for the attentive market observers: 86% 
of them are in Warsaw and 14% in Krakow (Chart 24).

CH22 Usable	floor	area	of	residential	buildings	-	year	of	construction

CH23 Summary	of	grades	obtained	by	residential	buildings

CH24 Geographical	distribution	of	certified	residential	buildings



ADMINISTRATIVE	DIVISION
OF CERTIFIED BUILDINGS

The distribution of certified buildings on the map of Poland 
(Chart 25) does not change significantly. With 317 buildings, 
the Masovia Province remains the undisputed leader. This 
means that 49% of certified buildings were built in Masovia 
(mainly in Warsaw). Provinces: Lesser Poland, Lower Silesia, 
Greater Poland and Silesia compete for next places each year. 

In the current ranking, Lesser Poland Province has distanced 
itself from the others, reaching 80 buildings and an increase of  
45% compared to the previous year. The third on the podium 
is the Lower Silesian Province with 56 buildings. In turn, this 
year Silesia jumped over Greater Poland, although by only one 
building, but with a 59% increase compared to last year.
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CH25 Certified	buildings	by	location



POLAND	–	THE	LEADER	IN	CENTRAL	
AND	EASTERN	EUROPE

We strengthen our leading position in the region year by year. 
Comparing the number6 of certified buildings in BREEAM, 
DGNB, HQE, LEED and WELL systems in the 14 countries 
of Central and Eastern Europe, it is clear that 51% of the 

region’s certified facilities are in our country (Chart 26).
Poland is the undisputed leader of green certification in the 
region of Central and Eastern Europe, with 51% of certified 
facilities in the entire region.

11POLISH CERTIFIED GREEN BUILDINGS IN NUMBERS - 2019 analysis

6  At the time of preparing this analysis, the following numbers of certified buildings for individual countries were obtained from generally available BREEAM, DGNB, 
HQE, LEED and WELL databases: Czech Republic - 161, Romania - 139, Hungary - 133, Slovakia - 65, Bulgaria - 43, Lithuania - 33, Serbia - 16, Estonia - 11, Latvia - 7, 
Ukraine - 6, Croatia - 4, Slovenia - 2.

CH26 Certified	buildings	in	Central	and	Eastern	Europe
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SUMMARY

Green certification has permanently entered the standards of commercial construction in our country. Undoubtedly, this 
is due to the fact that investors are becoming more and more aware of the benefits of having eco-friendly and energy-ef-
ficient buildings in their portfolio. What is more, the awareness of tenants is increasing and they are eager to set up their 
offices in certified buildings.
The presented statistics clearly show that the construction industry has already accustomed to the requirements of indivi-
dual certification and is willing to use them, which resulted in a 5% increase in modern certified office space compared to 
the previous year.
A very optimistic forecast is the growing interest of the residential sector. Apparently, buyers of flats and apartments go 
with the spirit of the times and focus on ecology not only in the office, but also in their own home. One can see that our 
society is quickly educated in the field of sustainable development and wants to live and work in both health-friendly and 
pocket-friendly interiors. For now, we observe this trend on the Warsaw market, where buyers are willing to pay a bit more 
for an ecological apartment. 
A very positive trend is the interest in green certification among schools, which gives us hope that our youngest ones will 
spend school hours in healthy rooms, and that will certainly have a positive effect on their cognitive abilities.  
The hotel industry also recorded an increase compared to the previous year, which allows us to hope that similarly as in the 
case of the office sector, also here green certification will become a standard.

Regina Gul
PLGBC	Board	Member,	Senior	Project	Manager,	JLL

As expected, the strengthening of the office, retail and industrial sectors is clearly visible in terms of the number of certifi-
cations. Previous decisions taken by investors on voluntary certification of office buildings for 80% of buildings being built 
in our capital city are a result that can be proudly presented anywhere in the world. This is a clear signal for the remaining 
cities in the top ten in the country that the risk of not recognizing a multi-criteria certificate (LEED, BREEAM, WELL) for the 
current investment, will reflect the percentage of leased space in the next few years, and the value of the real estate in the 
vent of its sale may be for this reason, to put it mildly ‘noticeably negotiable’.  
Personally, I am very happy about the certification in the industrial (and warehouse) sector, which also occupy more and 
more space in the certification portfolio of my company. It was the production buildings that joined the office and com-
mercial sector, which is currently the core of green buildings in Poland that meet the stringent requirements of these 
certifications.
We still have to choose another sector, which in the coming years will try to catch up in relation to the above mentioned 
three. In my opinion, apart from noteworthy hotel facilities, the multi-family residential market deserves special attention. 
PLGBC has already made efforts to include, in addition to regular industry publications, basic information about sustainable 
construction in the general, opinion-forming and life-style press. It is information activities reaching future users of these 
apartments that are most important in shaping the interest and demand for such flats or apartments, and the forecasts from 
market leaders in the field of sustainable development in the construction sector leave no doubt on this issue. Individual, 
more and more aware, users will appear not only in Warsaw or Krakow, where we can already enjoy such certified projects.

Rafał	Schurma
PLGBC	President	and	Founder,	Owner,	visio	architects	&	consultants
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